
Order No, S-.786 

UNITED STATES CF AMERICA 
CIVIL AERONAUTICS BOARD 

WASHINGTON, D, C, 

Adopted by the C i v i l Aeronautics Board 
at i t s office i n Washington, D. C , 

on the 8th day of \ Search, 1957 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
* 

I n the matter of the request of the * 
* 

AIRCRAFT OWNERS AND PHOTS ASSOCIATION * 
*. 

for rescission of certain provisions * 
of Part 60 of the C i v i l Air Regulations * 

* ********************* 
ORDER DENYING REQUEST THAT BOARD RESCIND MINIMUM VISIBILITY 

REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 60»31 OF PART 60 OF THE CIVIL AIR REGULATIONS 

By letter dated February 18, 1957, the Aircraft Owners and Pi lots 
Association (AOPA) requested that the Board rescind that part of 
Section 60.31(a) and (b) of Part 60 of the C i v i l Air Regulations deal 
ing with certain minimum v i s i b i l i t y requirements for f l ights within 
control zones. The v i s i b i l i t y minimums referred to were included i n 
Part 60 by C i v i l Air Regulations Amendment 60-2 which was adopted on 
February 6, 1957j and are to become effective on March 1$, 1957 • 

The controversial nature of t h i s amendment was recognized i n the 
preamble to Amendment 60-2 wherein i t was stated that "The views 
erpressed by the interested parties , both in written comment and oral 
argument, varied from the belief that the weather minimums proposed 
by the Board were unnecessarily and unduly r e s t r i c t i v e , particularly 
with respect to general aviation, to the belief i..hat the Board's 
proposal did not go far enough in the way of imposing restrict ions on 
VFR flight within control zones." The Board noted, further, that i t 
had given careful consideration to a l l the views expressed on this 
subject and concluded that i t was not unduly burdensome and was 
necessary i n the interest of safety. 
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I n e x p l a i n i n g t h i s c o n c l u s i o n , t h e Board noted t h a t i n e s t a b l i s h - * 
i n g t h e one m i l e v i s i b i l i t y ndnimum f o r f l i g h t s w i t h i n a c o n t r o l zone 
i t i n t e n d e d t o make t h e nrijiiraum v i s i b i l i t y r u l e s i n c o n t r o l z o n e s , 
when a t r a f f i c c l e a r a n c e has been i s s u e d , t h e same as t h e a l r e a d y 
e s t a b l i s h e d one m i l e v i s i b i l i t y rrdnimum f o r f l i g h t s i n u n c o n t r o l l e d 
a i r s p a c e w h i c h minimum i s c o n s i d e r e d n e c e s s a r y f o r a W R p i l o t t o 
p r o p e r l y c o n t r o l the a t t i t u d e and f l i g h t p a t h o f h i s a i r c r a f t i n o r d e r 
t o a v o i d c o l l i s i o n w i t h t e r r a i n or s u r f a c e o b s t a c l e s . 

On numerous o c c a s i o n s , p r i o r t o t h e a d o p t i o n o f Amendment 60-2, 
AOPA p r e s e n t e d i t s v i e w s , b o t h w r i t t e n and o r a l , i n o p p o s i t i o n t o t h e 
proposed v i s i b i l i t y minimums. The Board c a r e f u l l y c o n s i d e r e d t h e s e 
v i e w s be fore r e a c h i n g i t s d e c i s i o n . Moreover, t h e Board has r e v i e w e d 
AOPA's a d d i t i o n a l w r i t t e n comments submitted on F e b r u a r y lhf 1957* 
and i t s p e t i t i o n f o r r e s c i s s i o n s u b m i t t e d on F e b r u a r y 18, 1957* No 
new i n f o r m a t i o n appears t h e r e i n t o j u s t i f y t h e r e s c i s s i o n r e q u e s t e d . 
A c c o r d i n g l y , the Board i s s t i l l o f t h e o p i n i o n t h a t t h e r u l e s i n 
C i v i l A i r R e g u l a t i o n s Amendment 60-2 a r e not u n d u l y burdensome and 
a r e i n t h e i n t e r e s t of s a f e t y . 

The Board h a s noted t h e c o n c e r n e x p r e s s e d b y AOPA i n i t s l e t t e r o f 
F e b r u a r y 18, 1957 w i t h t h e manner i n w h i c h Amendment 60-2 was a d o p t e d . 
S i n c e AOPA and o t h e r p a r t i e s were g i v e n ample o p p o r t u n i t y t o comment, 
b o t h i n w r i t i n g and o r a l l y , on t h e p r o p o s a l s l e a d i n g t o t h e r u l e s i n 
Amendment 60-2, t h e Board f i n d s t h a t t h e p r o c e d u r a l r e q u i r e m e n t s f o r 
r u l e - m a k i n g i n t h e A d m i n i s t r a t i v e P r o c e d u r e A c t were compl ied w i t h . 
T h e r e f o r e , i n v i e w of t h e f o r e g o i n g , 

I T I S ORDERED: 

T h a t t h e r e q u e s t of t h e A i r c r a f t Owners and P i l o t s A s s o c i a 
t i o n t h a t t h e Board r e s c i n d t h e v i s i b i l i t y minimum r e q u i r e m e n t s o f 
S e c t i o n 6 0 . 3 1 of P a r t 60 of t h e C i v i l A i r R e g u l a t i o n s , w h i c h w e r e 
adopted on F e b r u a r y 6 , 1957, be and t h e same i s h e r e b y d e n i e d * 

( S e c . 205 ( a ) , 52 S t a t . 98U; h9 U . S . C . ItfS ( a ) ) 

By the C i v i l Aeronautics Board: 

/ s / I-I. C. Kulligan 

M. G , M u l l i g a n 
S e c r e t a r y 

( S E A L ) 


